
Unit 7 - 7.1

1

* I CAN simplify expressions with zero exponents

7-1. Zero & Negative 
       Exponents

* I CAN simplify expressions with negative exponents
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What is the difference?
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hmmm...
What about negative exponents?

Think back to the table.

22 =   4 102 =   100

21 =   2 101 =   10

20 =     100 =   

2-1 =   10-1 = 

2-2 =   10-2 = 
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• Don't make negative values.

• Are reciprocals of positive exponent.

23 = 2 · 2 · 2         2-3 = 

x2 = x · x x-2 = 
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1 Ab/c =2(-)2

V

Calculator
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Simplified Expressions:

- have positive exponents 
- do not have parenthesis ( )
- have reduced fractions
- each variable appears only once
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The negative exponent rule: x-n =

4y-1 =

(-2)-3h4 =

70z-7 = 

2-2 =

x-3 =

(-3)-5 =

a6b-2 =

xn


