
Unit 4.3-Reform Movements

Chapter 15-The Spirit of Reform



Unit 4.3-Reform Movements
8 – U4.3.1 Explain the origins of the American 
education system.

8 – U4.3.2 Describe the abolitionist movement by 
considering the roles of key abolitionist leaders and 
the response of southerners and northerners to the 
abolitionist movement.

8 – U4.3.3 Analyze the antebellum women’s rights (and suffrage) movement by 
discussing the goals of its leaders and comparing primary source documents 
from this era to the Declaration of Independence.

8 – U4.3.4 Analyze the goals and effects of the antebellum temperance
movement.

8 – U4.3.5  Investigate the role of religion in shaping antebellum reform
movements.









Lesson 1-Social Reform
● Religion and Reform

○ Wave of religious interest swept the nation.
○ Religious meetings were called revivals.
○ Movement became known as the 2nd Great Awakening.
○ Attending revivals often made men and women eager to reform their own lives, their 

communities, and the world.

● The Impact of Religion
○ Temperance Movement
○ Education Reform
○ Helping People with Disabilities



Lesson 1-Social Reform
● Temperance Movement

○ Push to ban alcohol.
○ Led by Connecticut minister Lyman Beecher.
○ Used lectures, pamphlets, and revival style rallies to warn people of 

the dangers of alcohol.
○ The movement persuaded Maine and some other states to outlaw 

the manufacture and sale of alcohol.  States later repealed most of 
these laws.



Lesson 1-Social Reform
● Education Reform

○ Early Schools
■ Most schools at the time had little money and teachers lacked training.
■ Many parents didn’t send girls to school and many schools denied African 

Americans.
○ Origins of the Educational System

■ Led by Massachusetts lawyer Horace Mann.
● Believed education was key to wealth and opportunity for all.
● Massachusetts became first state to provide public schools.

■ Other Education Reform Leaders
● Benjamin Franklin-made one of his many missions in life to promote education and make it 

accessible to others. He set up first public library.
● Benjamin Rush-advocated for free public schools and sought improved education for women.
● Noah Webster-wrote a dictionary which helped standardize the American language.



Lesson 1-Social Reform
● Helping People with Disabilities

○ Thomas Gallaudet developed method to teach those with 
hearing impairments.

○ Samuel Gridley Howe helping people with vision impairments.
■ Printed books using Braille

○ Prison Reform
■ Led by Dorothea Dix
■ Educate the public on poor conditions in prison and 

persons suffering from mental illness.



Lesson 2-The Abolitionists
● The Start of the Abolition Movement

○ Abolition=abolish slavery
○ The Early Movement

■ Goal was to stop slave trade and eventually phase out slavery.
■ At the Constitutional Convention in 1787, delegates reached a compromise on some 

parts of slavery but role of regulating the practice of slavery was left up to the 
states.

■ Early movement was led by Quakers and other religious groups.



Lesson 2-The Abolitionists
● The Movement Builds Strength

○ Making the Case Against Slavery
■ Goal became to end slavery and free African Americans immediately.
■ William Lloyd Garrison-white abolitionist who started his own paper called "The Liberator"
■ Harriet Beecher Stowe-American author, she was an abolitionist and author of the famous 

antislavery novel, “Uncle Tom's Cabin.”

○ African American Abolitionists
■ Frederick Douglass-American abolitionist and writer who escaped slavery and became a leading 

African American spokesman and writer. He founded the abolitionist newspaper The North Star.
■ Maria Stewart-The first black woman to lecture on women's rights and slavery in public in the early 

1830s in Boston.
■ Sojourner Truth-former slave who became an abolitionist and women's rights activist.



Lesson 2-The Abolitionists
● The Movement Builds Strength

○ The Underground Railroad
■ A system that helped enslaved African Americans follow a network of escape routes out 

of the South to freedom in the North
■ Harriet Tubman-Former slave who helped slaves escape on the Underground Railroad

○ Armed Resistance
■ John Brown-An abolitionist who attempted to lead a slave revolt by capturing armory in Harpers 

Ferry, Virginia.  He was arrested and hung.

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/undergroundrailroad/


Lesson 2-The Abolitionists
● Response to the Abolitionist Movement

○ Abolition stirred strong reactions.
○ The Southern Response

■ Believed abolition threatened their way of life.
■ Argued that slavery was necessary to their economy.
■ Thought that the social class structure was correct.
■ Said that slaves were treated better than Northern factory workers and were better off 

under white owners care.
○ The Northern Response

■ Only small amount of white people supported abolition.
■ Worried that freed African Americans would never blend into society.
■ Thought freed slaves would take their jobs. 



Lesson 3-The Women’s Movement
● Reform for Women

○ Goals
■ End laws that discriminate against women.
■ Women be free to enter all-male world of trades, professions, and businesses.
■ Equal pay.
■ Coeducation-for males and females to go to the same schools.
■ Be given the right to vote (suffrage)

○ The Seneca Falls Convention
■ Helped to launch movement.

○ Leaders
■ Susan B Anthony-social reformer who campaigned for women's rights, the temperance, and was an 

abolitionist, helped form the National Woman Suffrage Association
■ Elizabeth Cady Stanton-A prominent advocate of women's rights, Stanton organized the 1848 

Seneca Falls Convention with Lucretia Mott-wrote Declaration of Sentiments



Lesson 3-The Women’s Movement
● Reform for Women

○ The Seneca Falls Declaration
■ Issued as “Declaration of Sentiments”
■ Modeled after the Declaration of Independence

● “We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all 
men and women…”





Lesson 3-The Women’s Movement
● Results

○ Gained more opportunities in education, science, and medicine.
○ More rights for women in owning property.
○ Several states including Wyoming in 1890 gave women the right to vote.
○ 19th Amendment gave all women the right to vote in 1920.


